
Steps To Paint Panel That Had Damage

1.The body work is completed and finished out in 150 grit sandpaper. 

2.Featheredge around the repair area layering each layer of coating at 
least 1/4” with 220 using a DA – No interface pad needed for this step. 

3.Final sand the entire panel (we’re painting the entire panel) using a 
DA sander, interface pad and 500 grit sandpaper. 

4.Scuff the entire fender area with a red scuff pad. Focus on edges and 
hard-to-get areas. 

5.Blow with compressed air and wipe with wax and grease remover. 

6.Mask adjacent panels to prevent overspray. 

7.May need to cover car with plastic to prevent overspray. 

8.Wipe once again to remove any fingerprints and other 
contaminants. 

9.Mix epoxy primer – check to see if there is an induction time. 

10.Apply the recommended number of coats to the damaged area. 
(Corrosion protection) 

11.Mix and apply primer surfacer to damaged area. (Filling) 

12.Note: Remember it is only necessary to prime the damaged area, 
not entire fender. 



13.Apply guide coat. 

14.Dry block sand with 220 grit sandpaper until guide coat is removed. 

15.If low areas or other imperfections still exist, repeat the primer and 
blocking step. 

16.If the repair area is blocked out well, switch to 320 grit and block 
out 220 scratches. 

17.Using the DA sander with 500 grit and the interface pad, sand the 
repair area overlapping to the previous sanded area. 

18.Scuff wash the panel with red scuff pad. (Comet optional) 

19.Wash with dish soap and water. 

20.Blow dry. 

21.Mask jambs. 

22.Outline adjacent panels. 

23.Mask using 18” around outline. 

24.Cover car with plastic and tape plastic edge to paper.  

Note: Do not have plastic too close to the area that you are painting. 
The dry paint may blow off when the air pressure of the gun hits it. 
This may result in a big paint flake in your paint job. 

25.Now you’re ready to wipe, tack and start the spraying process, 
which we’ll cover in the next lesson. 

Tip: You may also want to tape adjacent panels during the sanding 
process to prevent accidentally hitting the surface, causing scuff 
marks and scratches. Same goes for molding and chrome.


